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May 28, 1999 

Mr. Johnny Reising 
U.S. Department of Energy, Fernald Area Office 
P.O. Box 538705 
Cincinnati, OH 45253-8705 

Re: CONDITIONAL APPROVAL TO OPERATE THE OSDF INTERIM LEACHATE 
CONVEYANCE LINE 

Dear Mr. Reising: 

This letter provides Ohio Environmental Protection Agency conditional approval to operate 
the newly-constructed Interim Gravity Line (IGL). We feel justified in expediting our 
approval for the following reasons: 
1. We have walked the entire line from MH-3 to the Permanent Lift Station. Although 

there are several discrepancies with the design drawings the operation of the IGL 
will not in our judgement be adversely affected. 
The changes to the manholes to allow inspection of the container pipe for leakage 
without requiring confined space entry have been satisfactorily completed. Those 
aspects of the Systems Plan which specify how the IGL will be monitored are 
satisfactory. . 
The SSR has been approved by FDF. 
Continued implementation of the Leachate Management Contingency Plan is not 
without risks. 

2. 

3. 
4. 

There are several comment letters forthcoming from Ohio. EPA before the administrative 
documentation is closed. 
1. 
2. 

Comments on the Leak Investigation Report 
Comments on the Modification to the OSDF Leachate Conveyance System 
Package 
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3. Final approval to operate the IGL will be deferred until the Systems Plan, 
Contingency Plan, and Modification Package have all been approved in their final 
form. 

Based upon telephone conversations with Jim Saric, USEPA, Ohio EPA’s conditional 
approval to start operations of the interim leachate conveyance system represents USEPA 
concurrence to start operation as well. 

If you have any questions, please contact Tom Ontko or me. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas A. Schneider 
Fernald Project Manager 
Office of Federal Facilities Oversight 

cc: Jim Saric, U.S. EPA 
Terry Hagen, FDF 
Mark Shupe, HSI GeoTrans 
Francie Hodge, Tetra Tech EM Inc. 
Ruth Vandergrift, ODH 


